
 

 

Fellowship Baptist Church, November 8, 2015, AM 
Message: “Philemon, Example of Christian Character” -- Philemon 1:1-7 
 
INTORDUCTION: The book of Philemon was written by Paul while in prison at Rome.  It is a 
personal Epistle, meaning that it was written to an individual.  It was written to Philemon who 
was a resident of Colossae (Col. 4:9).  Philemon came to know the Lord through the ministry of 
Paul (v. 19).  This epistle gives us insight into practical Christianity.  Philemon is a good example 
of how our faith in Christ should affect our lives. 
 
I.  Philemon was an example in love and faith.—v. 5 
 A.  Love and Faith toward Jesus and the saints was characteristic of the early church. 

     1.  Shown by the salutation in Ephesians and Colossians.--Eph. 1:15; Col. 1:4 
     2.  As explained by John in his epistles.—I John 3:11-18 
B.  Love and faith was to be directed toward the Lord. 
C.  Love and faith directed toward the people of God. 
  

II.  Philemon was effective in communicating his faith.—v. 6 
 A.  Faith is communicated by word.  (We are to tell other about Christ.) 
 B.  Faith is communicated by action. 

1.  James explains the demonstration of faith by works.—James 2:14-20 
  2.  Titus was challenged to maintain good works.—Titus 2: 14, 3:8, 14 
 
III.  Philemon was an encourager of the brethren.—v. 7 
 A.  God’s people are to be a help and an encouragement to each other. 
 B.  How can we comfort and encourage God’s people? 

 1.  Identifying with them in hardships.—II Tim. 1:16-17; I Tim.  
  2.  By doing the right thing.—Philemon 1:20; II Cor. 7:13-14. 
  3.  By praying for them. 
  4.  By acts of kindness.—II Cor. 9:15 
 
IV.  Philemon could be depended on to do what was right.—v. 21 
 A.  God’s people should be depended on to do right. 
  1.  Do right based on fact. 
  2.  Do right based on God’s word. 
  3.  Do right based on the leading of the Lord. 
 B.  God’s people should have the attitude, show me where I am wrong and I will change. 
 C.  God’s people should have the backbone and courage to change when God convicts. 
 
CONCLUSION:  Philemon is a beautiful example of what we should be as Christians.  Our faith 
and love for Christ and the people of God should be demonstrated by our life. 


